
Pollinator Pathway Construction Project   

@ the Shark Garden in 2018 

Construction of our massive 

new perennial beds started in 

the early spring of 2018 with 

the help of a local Boy Scout 

troop.  New irrigation lines 

and spigots were added and 

the beds were defined and 

sheet mulched with card-

board and donated garden 

soil. This gave us the basic 

shape of the beds to come 

and got us off to a great start 

to the season! Meanwhile, 

volunteers were starting 

some plants from cuttings for 

these new pollinator beds. 

We sheet mulched the new beds with donated cardboard. 



Volunteers made cuttings from pollinator perennials to multiply our plant supply 20 fold! We started culinary 

sages, penstemons, lavenders, and more. We also dug up volunteered baby plants around the garden to 

move into the pollinator beds. Other perennials we planted by seed at this time to get them ready for spring. 

Once the beds were prepared, we started with planting the large 

shrubs and trees so that we would be sure to get their spacing 

right.  The areas around the trees would then be filled in with the 

perennials and groundcovers over the course of the summer, as 

they were grown and donated to our pollinator project.  



A new rain garden was added around one 

of the drains, islands beds were defined, 

the baby perennials were planted by our 

students, and the pathways between the 

beds were weeded and then mulched by 

the students with donated wood chips.  



By the end of summer, the pollinator beds were a riot of 

color and buzzing with native bees, bumblebees, butter-

flies, beneficial insects, and hummingbirds. Many of our 

neighbors stopped to comment on what an improvement 

it was to the community. Not only was the Shark Garden’s 

curb appeal improved, but the flowers were bringing new 

people into the garden to explore. What a success!  


